
“Behold, there is a man of God in 

this city, and he is a man who is 

held in honor; all that he says 

comes true. So now let us go there. 

Perhaps he can tell us the way we 

should go.”        1 Samuel 9:6  
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On July 21st of 2002, Craig DeMartino was doing what he loved to do, rock climbing on the Sundance 
Buttress in Rocky Mountain National Park. Craig had been climbing for 13 years and was with a climbing 
partner who had over 20 years experience. But at the top of Craigõs climb, there was a brief miscommunication 
and Craig fell from between 90-100 feet to land, feet first, onto the boulder-strewn canyon floor right next to his 
partner. Hitting the ground at 60 miles an hour, Craig crushed both ankles, shattered his back and neck, and 
was in and out of consciousness for the 45 minutes it took to get EMTõs to him. He was flown by helicopter to 
the closest trauma hospital but doctors were not enthusiastic about his chances of survival, even telling his wife, 
Cyndy, that he had probably an hour to live. Obviously, Craig survived. But not just survived, Craig has 
thrived because of Godõs grace and healing. Within a year, Craig was back at work as a photographer for 
Group Publishing Company. He did decide to have his right leg amputated just below the knee but is today 
climbing again. Craig is a friend and partner of True Men Ministries, leading rock climbing trips with TMM 
last year at Joshua Tree National Park and this summer at Malibu Creek State Park. TMM sat down with 
Craig recently and hereõs what he had to say.  

TMM: When did you first get interested in photography?  

CD: My second year in design school, I had a photo class and it just really made sense to me. I've been at it ever since!  

TMM: What about rock climbing?  

CD: Ahhh, I started at of all things, a bachelor party in 1989. Again, it totally blew me away and right away it was 
something I wanted to know everything I could. I was never good at sports, but this was something I was really drawn 
to. And still am!  

TMM:  When did you come to faith in Christ?  

CD: I started to work for Group Publishing. When I was there 2 climbers took 
me under their wing and slowly mentored me. God revealed Himself through 
the pastors and youth groups I would photograph. It was a really neat way to 
meet Him.  

TMM: How did you meet your wife?  

CD: At a climbing gym! Duh!!  
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TMM:What was your scariest or darkness moment in life?  

CD: Most likely when I was laying in the hospital after my accident. They were telling me I'd never walk again, and that 
sucked. But the scary thing was up till that time, I was pretty fake with my relationship with God. Then all of a sudden, I 
was forced to speak to Him honestly and explain what I had been doing and why. He stepped in in such a HUGE way 
from there on, that I feel closer to Him than ever.  

TMM: How have you seen God in this?  

CD: Just by how He has laid His hands on both me and my family. He really guides me now. Before, I felt led, but He 
knows how flawed I am, and keeps it simple.  

TMM: Howõs life been since?  

CD: Itõs been great. For sure I have hard days, days when Iõm in a lot of pain from my injuries. But I try to use them to 
connect with Him and see where He is guiding me. I know the down days are just that. Days, Not a lifetime.  

TMM: What are you doing these days professionally?  

CD: I still photograph for Group, but After the Fall Ministry has taken a lot of my time. I go around and speak to 
groups about how to move on even when your in pain. How when you get knocked down, how to get up and move 
towards God. Really seeing His plan for you.                                                                                                                          
For more information about Craig and Cyndy, go to their website After the Fall Ministry.  
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You can support our ministry by sending your donation to:  

True Men Ministries  

10224 N. Port Washington Road  

Mequon, WI  

53092  

True Men Ministries is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. All donations are tax-deductible.  
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True Men in the Mountains Advance 2009  

Tent camping at Malibu Creek State Park. Only about 15 
minutes from the ocean but in the mountains. The Mountains 
Advance is still June 25-28, 2009. We are still planning four days 
of  hiking, surf  fishing, and getting in touch with our Creator 
and Redeemer. We also will be doing some rock climbing with 
Craig DeMartino! All this and your food, too, for $50. You can 
sign up for the 2009 Mountain Advance at www.truemen.org/
mountains For more information contact us at info@truemen.org ! 
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