
“Behold, there is a man of God in this 

city, and he is a man who is held in 

honor; all that he says comes true. So 

now let us go there. Perhaps he can tell 

us the way we should go.”   1 Samuel 9:6  

In issue number three,  we have a special interview with musician Richard Souther. I first heard Richard’s music 

while working as an on-air announcer at KFUO radio in St. Louis back in 1987. In 2004 Richard and I started 

sending emails back and forth when I was working on Visions of Light—an internet Christian radio program. I 

consider Richard a good friend even though I’ve never met him in person. Richard has his own website as well as 

pages on Facebook, MySpace and RansomedHeart.net. 

TMM: When did you first get interested in music and why? 
 

RS: When I was three my Mom took me with her to a department store. In the 
toy department, I saw this little yellow toy piano. I don't know why but I ran over 
to it and grabbed onto one of it's legs and wouldn't let go. When Mom would try 
to pull me away, I would start to cry. I believe she was starting to feel 
uncomfortable as people were gathering around us so she bought it for me. I 
guess it was love at first sight. 
I was playing that piano all the time sitting in front of our TV. I had a knack for 
imitating television commercials and TV themes. We lived in North Hollywood in 
an apartment right next door to a retired Dean of the Music Department of the 
University of Utah. He was now teaching piano to students. He came over one 

day, heard me playing, and saw potential. I studied classical music with him almost every week until he passed away 
when I was twelve. He taught me to have fun with music. That it was alright to "go off the written page" and improvise 
if I wanted to. In essence, he taught me the beginnings of learning how to compose music. 
 

TMM: What was your first profession music opportunity? 
 

RS: When I was fourteen I became part of a "surf band" called "The Meridians" in which I played a portable organ. This 
band lead to other bands and the next thing I knew, I was playing on the Sunset Strip during the "Hippie Movement" 
with bands that opened for a lot of well known groups. 
 
TMM: What was it like growing up in the Souther household? 
 

RS: Mom was a retired actress/ game show producer who turned real estate broker. My parents were divorced. I saw 
my Dad only several times in my life. He was among other things, an inventor and developer of electrostatic 
headphones for Koss in Milwaukee Wisconsin. I grew up an only child with a actress Mom and grandmother. Life was at 
times "high drama" and at times a "cliff hanger" not knowing if we were going to have enough money to make it month 
to month. But we always did. Mom always supported me doing music although I think she would have preferred 
another actor (no thanks!). 
 
TMM: When did you come to faith in Christ? 
 

RS: I grew up in the LDS religion but left their church at sixteen. It was during the time of The Beatles exploring 
Transcendental Meditation. I had an uncle who encouraged me to read everything from Aristotle, Michel de Montaigne 
to Aldous Huxley. Then I explored Eastern religions. Everything seemed to help for a little while in trying to find the 
peace I was searching for. Then when it stopped working, I'd move on to something else. 
In 1972, when my world was falling apart, a musician friend suggested I try Jesus (the one in the Bible). I asked Christ 
into my life, started reading the Bible, and slowly over the course of a couple of months my life began to change for the 
better. I've never looked back since. 



TMM: What was your scariest or darkness moment in life? 
 

RS: In 1981 I was co-producing an album with guitarist Phil Keaggy in Colorado and got botulism from bad tuna fish. 
The outcome was a combination of paralysis, loss of short term memory, re-learning how to do simple things like tie 
my shoes, put a key into a door and learn to live with chronic pain (which I still do). I lost all my dexterity to play the 
piano. About a year into my recovery, being an out patient at UCLA, I bought a primitive music computer which 
became my short term memory and allowed me the ability to compose music one note at a time. I honestly thought 
my life (as I knew it) was over though. 
 
TMM: How did you come out of it? 
 

RS: Thanks to my faith in Jesus and a doctor at UCLA, I got 
better and regained a lot of my dexterity. The doctor taught 
me how to "compartmentalize pain" rather than taking more 
experimental drugs. 
All those little compositions on that primitive computer turned 
into completed pieces of electronic instrumental music. In 
1984, a friend at Sparrow Records asked me if I would like to 
record an album of these compositions for a new label they 
were starting called Meadowlark Records and I was delighted. 
With the help of a remote recording truck, we recorded 
"Heirborne" at my home. During that period I was also asked if 
I would like to record a solo piano album (ala George Winston) for Meadowlark. I said sure but let's use my middle 
names Douglas Trowbridge so as not to confuse the public. By God's grace I had enough dexterity to record "Songs 
Unspoken" which was mostly improvised. In 1985 I started a new career as a solo recording artist. 
 
TMM: What are you doing these days professionally? 
 

RS: My wife and I live in Utah now and I play piano at restaurants, I still record electronic music, do an occasional 
independent film score and pray that by His Grace I will become debt free with the help of Dave Ramsey's Financial 
Peace University course. 
The Lord's Mercy has been a constant throughout my life and I will praise Him all my days! 
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Please pass on this newsletter to your church’s men’s group or pastor.  Please visit the True Men Ministries 

website at www.truemen.org  You can email us at admin@truemen.org  
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