
“Behold, there is a man of God in 

this city, and he is a man who is 

held in honor; all that he says 

comes true. So now let us go there. 

Perhaps he can tell us the way we 

should go.”        1 Samuel 9:6  
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This month the baby of our family turns nine years old. That is so cool. He's such a great kid. A real boy. Plays 
with lizards. Plays baseball. Plays football at recess with everything he has in him. A couple of days ago he went 
"full extension" to catch a pass and did a face-plant on the playground. Scraped up the side of his face pretty good. 
When he came into the nurse's station, right next to my office at church, he had the biggest grin on his face. Like I 
said, all boy. He lives his life full throttle. I used to be like that when I was his age. I don't do that kind of stuff 
anymore. I wonder when I stopped? I wonder why I stopped? It seems to me that if I were to live my life to the 
hilt, give it everything I've got, that other people might want to know why. And then I could tell them it was 
because of Jesus. After all, that's the way I think its supposed to be. Don't get me wrong, I still believe in Jesus 
Christ. I believe He died for my sins and rose from the dead to give me eternal life. But I find myself not living in 
that reality. And that has bothered me lately. I've been wondering why people have such a negative view of 
Christians. It could be because of the scandals that erupt or because of the hypocrisy of some Christians. But what 
it all boils down to, I think it is because Christians don't "live the Life." 
  
Henry David Thoreau wrote in Walden: 
I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to front only the essential facts of life, and see if I could 
not learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, discover that I had not lived. I did not wish to live 
what was not life, living is so dear; nor did I wish to practice resignation, unless it was quite necessary. I wanted to 
live deep and suck out all the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put to rout all that was not 
life, to cut a broad swath and shave close, to drive life into a corner, and reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it 
proved to be mean, why then to get the whole and genuine meanness of it, and publish its meanness to the world; 
or if it were sublime, to know it by experience, and be able to give a true account of it in my next excursion. For 
most men, it appears to me, are in a strange uncertainty about it, whether it is of the devil or of God, and have 
somewhat hastily concluded that it is the chief end of man here to "glorify God and enjoy him forever." 
  
I think I agree with most of that. The last part I think Thoreau was getting at the idea that many people think that 
going to church is the most important thing. But I think God wants us to live, really live. Not just exist and wait till 
we get to heaven to live. Church is important, worship is part of why we exist, but our lives are so much more than 
what we do for an hour or so on Sunday morning.  
  
What do you think? Send me a note a ed.blonski@truemen.org 
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Man of God  

God said, "Let us make man in our 

image. —Genesis 1:26  

Man of  God: Finding Purpose in an Uncertain 
World is the topic of  the True Men Bible Study at Redeemer Lutheran in Ontario, California. 
Man of  God will help every man find his purpose in life. What if a manõs purpose was ordained by 
the creator of  the universe? How cool would that be? The Bible study is at 6:00 a.m. each 
Thursday and includes a free hot breakfast. There is more information at both the TMM website 
and Redeemer Lutheran Churchõs website ð www.redeemer4me.com. Leaders guide and handouts 
will soon be available at the True Men Ministries website. 
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True Men in the Mountains Advance 

2009  

We had to make a change in venue. Weõll be camping at Malibu 
Creek State Park. Only about 15 minutes from the ocean but in 
the mountains. The Mountains Advance is still June 25-28, 
2009. We are still planning four days of  hiking, surf  fishing, and 
getting in touch with our Creator and Redeemer. We also will 
be doing some rock climbing with Craig DeMartino! All this and your food, too, for $50. You can 
sign up for the 2009 Mountain Advance at www.truemen.org/mountains For more information 
contact us at info@truemen.org ! 
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